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2016 VOYA Non-Fiction Honor ListIn an age of "slacktivism" and fleeting social media fame, She
Takes a Stand offers a realistic look at the game-changing decisions, high stakes, and bold
actions of women and girls around the world working to improve their personal situations and the
lives of others.This inspiring collection of short biographies features the stories of extraordinary
figures past and present who have dedicated their lives to fighting for human rights, civil rights,
workers' rights, reproductive rights, and world peace. Budding activists will be inspired by
antilynching crusader and writer Ida B. Wells, birth control educator and activist Margaret
Sanger, girls-education activist Malala Yousafzai, Gulabi Gang founder Sampat Pal Devi, who
fights violence against Indian women, Dana Edell, who works against the sexualization of
women and girls in the media, and many others.Including related sidebars, a bibliography,
source notes, and a list of activist organizations readers can explore in person or online, She
Takes a Stand is an essential resource for classroom reports or for any young person passionate
about making a difference.
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essential resource for classroom reports or for any young person passionate about making a
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Cataloging-in-Publication DataRoss, Michael Elsohn, 1952-She takes a stand : 16 fearless
activists who have changed the world / Michael Elsohn Ross.pages cm. — (Women of
action)Summary: “Portraits of brave women from the late 1800s through today—role models
who are passionate about important issues A source of inspiration for young women with strong
social convictions, She Takes a Stand highlights 16 extraordinary women who have fought for
human rights, civil rights, workers’ rights, reproductive/sexual rights, and world peace. Among
these are many who have been imprisoned, threatened, or suffered financial hardships for
pursuing their missions to change the world for the better. Included are historic heroes such as
anti-lynching crusader Ida B. Wells and suffragist Alice Paul, along with contemporary figures
such as girls-education activist Malala Yousafzai; “Gulabi Gang” founder Sampat Pal Devi, who
fights violence against Indian women; and SPARK executive director Dana Edell, who works to
end the sexualization of women and girls in the media. Taking a multicultural, multinational
perspective, She Takes a Stand spotlights brave women around the world with an emphasis on
childhood details, motivations, and life turning points—in many cases gleaned from the author’s
original interviews—and includes related sidebars, a bibliography, source notes, and a list of
organizations young women can explore to get involved in changing their world”—Provided by
publisher.Includes bibliographical references and index.1. Women social reformers—Juvenile
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book.CONTENTSIntroduction: Searching for SuperheroesMegan Grassell: Ripening a
YellowberryPART I: CLAIMING RIGHTS AND RESPECTMargaret Sanger: “Woman Must Not
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TogetherSampat Pal Devi: Founding the Gulabi GangDana Edell: Girl PowerMalala Yousafzai:
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PeaceResourcesNotesBibliographyIndexINTRODUCTIONSEARCHING FOR
SUPERHEROESWhen citizens are faced with villains in comic books and movies, a superhero
arrives in the nick of time to set things right. In the real world, it takes ordinary people doing the
extraordinary to confront violence and injustice. Normal people rising up to change the world for
the better are as courageous as any superhero.Among these heroes are girls and women who
have reached the point where they feel they have no choice but to take action. In this book you
will meet 16 such women, young and old, from all over the world—like Kalpona Akter, a girl fired
from her job in a garment factory for trying to improve horrid working conditions, and Ida B.
Wells, a young black reporter who set out, armed only with her words, to end the lynchings of
African Americans. Each of them found the courage and perseverance to pursue her goals for as
long as it took, despite threats against their lives. Other activists, such as musician Buffy Sainte-
Marie and painter Judy Baca, chose to use their artistic talents in service of social
change.These stories and those of 12 other courageous women may inspire you to take action
to solve a problem, whether it is in your neighborhood or the global community, and become one
more ordinary person accomplishing one more extraordinary act.MEGAN GRASSELLRipening
a Yellowberry“One of the biggest problems I had getting started was getting people to take me
and my ideas seriously.”—Megan GrassellIn the following pages you will meet women who have
taken a stand for basic rights and respect, against greed and corruption, and against violence
around the world. But sometimes a practical problem in your own family can prompt you to act.
That’s what happened to Megan Grassell, an inspiring example of how one teen got fired up and
wouldn’t give up. Her efforts now contribute to the comfort and emotional well-being of
thousands of young teen and tween girls.Megan was born on August 16, 1995, in Jackson Hole,
Wyoming. Her father, Chopper, grew up in the Green River Valley of Wyoming. Her mother, Lynn,
was from Georgia. Grandma Susan, Chopper’s mother, was raised on a ranch lacking both
electricity and running water. In this rugged rural area many people learn to be resourceful and,
though independent in spirit, are always ready to lend a hand.Megan during her senior year of



high school.Courtesy of Megan GrassellGrowing up in the small town of Pinedale, on the west
side of the Wind River Mountains, Megan enjoyed fun times outdoors with her older brother
Will.Megan’s carefree days with Will and their younger sister, Caroline, nicknamed Buggs, didn’t
last long. When Megan was in kindergarten Will was diagnosed with brain cancer. Fortunately,
after treatment, he was cancer free. But then, just a month before Megan’s seventh birthday,
Caroline fell off a float in the Rendezvous Parade, and she died as a result, a tragic loss for the
family and community. Later their mother gave birth to another daughter, Mary Margaret.After
her sister Caroline’s abrupt death, Megan focused on taking life slower and savoring each
moment. Caroline’s godparents had written some simple mantras to celebrate Caroline’s life:
“Water the flowers every day, Watch quietly and observe, Go barefoot, Love the outdoors and
nature, Seek and find a hug when you need one, and finally, Campfires are rare, eat as many
marshmallows as you can.” These became guiding principles for Megan.With its pigs, lambs,
chickens, goats, cattle, and horses, their home was like a small farm. All of the Grassell kids
grew up camping, skiing, and riding horses. Megan placed first in rodeo events such as barrel
racing and pole bending. She also enjoyed competing in downhill skiing races. When Megan
needed money, she knew that her parents expected her to work for it. “I worked every summer
since sixth or seventh grade. First pumping gas and then I bussed tables and waitressed at a
place called Nora’s.” Just before the start of eighth grade, Megan and her family moved to
nearby Jackson Hole.At the age of 17 a shopping trip with her mom to help 13-year-old sister
Mary Margaret buy her first bra changed Megan’s path in life. “I couldn’t believe the bras that she
was supposed to buy. The choices for her, and for all girls her age, were simply appalling to me.
They were all padded, push-up, and sexual. Not only that, they did not fit her body properly,
which automatically made me wonder, ‘Where were the young, cute, and realistic bras for girls?’
There were none!” recalled Megan in a magazine interview.At that moment Megan decided she
would make bras for girls. It didn’t matter that Megan knew so little about sewing that she didn’t
even know how to patch a pair of pants—or that she had to come up with a design, figure out
where to manufacture the bras, and learn how to sell them. Megan knew how to ask for help.She
chose to name her company Yellowberry to highlight her belief that young girls shouldn’t be
pushed into growing up too fast. They didn’t need to wear sexy adult bras or padded bras to
make them look older. Like a yellow berry, they were still “ripening.” In their transition between
childhood and adulthood, they needed a bra that was fun and comfortable.One step at a time,
Megan moved toward making her bras a reality. A local seamstress in Jackson Hole helped her
create prototypes, which young friends helped her test for comfort and style. She got important
advice from Jackson Hole resident Stephen Sullivan, a founder of outdoor apparel companies.
He realized she had come up with a needed product and, knowing of her skill as a champion ski
racer, sensed her determination to pursue whatever she put her mind to. With help from a family
friend she contacted a garment manufacturer in Los Angeles that had good labor practices. Like
an experienced entrepreneur, Megan invested her time and savings into a venture that she not
only felt passionate about but also sensed would succeed.Megan’s Kickstarter campaign to



raise funds far exceeded her $25,000 goal. More than 1,000 donors, many of them young girls
and parents, enthusiastically offered financial support. From the design of the Yellowberry bras
to the style of promotional photos and the voice of the advertising, Megan’s philosophy shone
through. “This company is my effort to help other girls who feel the same way I do: that our
society pressures us to look and dress a certain way at a very young age…. Mary Margaret
should feel confident in whatever she wears, not that she is lesser than her peers if she looks
different than a goddesslike model 10 years her elder,” expressed Megan on her website.As
intended, Megan had created simple, age-appropriate, and comfortable apparel for girls. Her girl-
friendly alternative to the supersexualized fashion world that targets adolescent girls attracted
the attention of the media. Across the United States and from Australia to the United Kingdom
news outlets reported on Yellowberry using phrases like “feminist approach,” “training bra for the
21st century,” and “bra revolution.” The public clearly understood and embraced Megan’s
mission. She was the right person at the right time to shift the status quo. Her mom, who
doubted Megan at first, recalled, “She came to me and said, ‘I want to change the bra industry.’ I
thought: ‘Are you crazy? What about the big-box stores, Victoria’s Secret and all that?’
Everybody’s so powerful, and here’s this little girl.”During her senior year at high school Megan
was not only a champion for little sister Mary Margaret and other girls but a champion skier as
well. In March 2014, the Jackson Hole High School ski team won the Wyoming state
championship. Megan won first place in two races, skiing faster than any male or female racer.
As a student at Middlebury College in Vermont and head of a dynamic new fashion company in
partnership with her mother, Megan entered her young-adult years with a sense of purpose and
accomplishment.On the day that Megan committed to creating a new type of bra, she felt what
so many girls and parents felt. Megan was fed up with sexualized fashions and fashion ads. Like
other activists Megan had been spurred on by a need to make a change in her world.“I didn’t
care how many adults chuckled at my idea and brushed me away with the wave of a wrist,” wrote
Megan on her company’s website. “Many of them were very successful entrepreneurs who
couldn’t see that I had more than just an idea. I was told to have fun and enjoy high school, to
stop worrying about changing the bra industry. But I am most inspired and motivated to do
something when someone tells me that I can’t.”With such a can-do attitude it is no wonder
Megan found herself included on Time magazine’s list of the 25 Most Influential Teens of
2014.PART ICLAIMING RIGHTS AND RESPECTMARGARET SANGER“Woman Must Not
Accept; She Must Challenge”“I was resolved to seek out the root of the evil, to do something to
change the destiny of mothers whose miseries were as vast as the sky.” —Margaret
SangerDuring the month she spent in prison in 1917, Margaret Sanger refused to see herself as
a victim. As always she was an observer, and she wrote about the inequities she witnessed.
Unlike male prisoners, female convicts were not allowed to write letters or read newspapers.
Many of her fellow female inmates were being jailed indefinitely for minor offenses and were too
poor to hire lawyers to challenge their detention. Margaret lost 15 pounds due to being fed a diet
of only bread and molasses, with an occasional stew. Though she suffered from fatigue resulting



from her chronic tuberculosis, Margaret summoned the energy to counsel the women in prison
on sexual matters, as well as to teach illiterate inmates to read and write. When she was
released, 200 friends and supporters greeted her by singing “La Marseillaise,” the anthem of
American radicals.Margaret was born September 14, 1879, in a small run-down cottage on the
outskirts of Corning, New York. She was the sixth child of her Irish American parents, Anne and
Michael Higgins. Like many other Irish immigrants, both of their families had left Cork, Ireland,
during the Great Famine in the late 1840s. So many immigrants from Cork had settled in Corning
that one neighborhood was known as Corktown.Margaret’s father supported the family by
cutting and adorning headstones. Margaret was raised more by her older sisters than her
mother, who was always either pregnant or nursing a baby and constantly fatigued by overwork
and illness. At age eight, Margaret (called Maggie by family members) assumed her older
sisters’ duties as they married and left home. She helped her mother with the care of her
younger sister, Ethel, and four younger brothers. Each day she minded a big pot of soup, the
family’s daily meal, and assisted her mother with the extra laundry they took in to make ends
meet.Her father, Michael Higgins, was a storyteller and rabble-rouser with strong views about
the rights of workers and what he saw as the evils of capitalism and the tyranny of the Catholic
Church. As a result of his views, one Christmastime when Maggie tried to join some other
children at the Parish Hall, a priest turned her away, calling her the “child of the Devil.” When
Michael invited a popular and controversial orator to speak in Corning, the pastor of the Catholic
church convinced officials to lock the doors of the town’s only public hall. Undaunted, Michael
took Maggie by the hand as he led the audience to a clearing in the woods, where the speech
was delivered from a tree stump. Maggie was greatly influenced by the way her father
questioned authority and the way he urged her to develop her own ideas.Maggie’s classmates
teased her for wearing hand-me-down clothes, but she ignored them. Michael Higgins taught his
children to hold their heads high and to consider themselves as people who were special. He
encouraged them to take on challenges. Maggie understood this to mean challenges that were
physical as well as social. One day she decided to walk across the long railroad bridge spanning
the Chemung River. When she was halfway across, a train approached. Maggie stumbled, fell
through a gap in the tracks, and hung precariously above the river as the train rumbled
overhead. Luckily a passing boatman came to her rescue.A bright, hardworking student, Maggie
was undaunted by having to study in her chaotic and cramped house. Her older sisters paid her
tuition to Claverack College, a coeducational boarding school, where Maggie blossomed. She
was fascinated with her studies, which varied from drama and art to economics and literature.
Maggie became a leader among her classmates, even though most of them came from
wealthier families. A keen observer, she learned how to dress, style her hair, dance, and serve
tea like her fellow students. Fun loving and full of curiosity, she attracted followers who once
joined her in breaking a school rule to traipse off to a dance in the nearby town.Margaret’s
wonderful experiences at school abruptly ended when her sisters were no longer able to pay the
tuition. Without a college degree Margaret would have to postpone her goal of attending medical



school. After an unpleasant year teaching at a school in New Jersey, where she had a class with
84 students, Margaret went home to care for her dying mother in 1899. At 49 years of age, Anne
Higgins was succumbing to tuberculosis.Margaret felt bitter. She felt her mother’s 18
pregnancies and 11 childbirths in 22 years, as well as her never-ending chores, had sent her to
an early grave. Deciding not to live that kind of life, Margaret left Corning hoping never to return.
With the help of one of her Claverack friends she gained admission to the nursing school at
White Plains Hospital. Margaret reasoned that with a nursing degree she could support herself,
and she could go to medical school after she had saved enough money for tuition.Margaret
excelled at nursing from the start. During her first year she was appointed head nurse of a six-
bed ward. Obstetrics became her specialty, and she delivered babies on her own. However, the
long hours took their toll. During one three-day period she slept only four hours. She lost weight,
looked as pale as her patients, experienced afternoon fevers and night sweats: Margaret had
tuberculosis. Her health improved in the spring of 1901 when a physician removed some of her
swollen lymph nodes.At a dance one year later she met handsome William Sanger, a draftsman
and artist who was studying to become an architect. Like her father, William denounced
capitalism and saw salvation in socialism. Like the Higginses, his parents were immigrants, two
of the many Jews who had left Germany, where William was born.That following summer, in
August 1902, William and Margaret married. Because it was forbidden for nursing students to be
married, Margaret had to cut her studies short once more. She could not earn certification as a
registered nurse, and she left equipped with a diploma as only a practical nurse. By Christmas
she was pregnant. Her tuberculosis flared up, and the doctor recommended rest in a cold
climate. Margaret started treatment at a sanatorium in Saranac, New York. She slowly improved
during her six months there, but she grew bored and returned to the Bronx in time to give birth to
their son Stuart in 1903. After Stuart’s birth Margaret suffered a relapse and returned to Saranac
for another year.Margaret began a life as mother and wife in a suburb when the family moved
north of New York City to Hastings-on-the-Hudson. In 1908 she gave birth to another son, Grant,
and two years later a daughter, Peg, was born. Soon after Peg’s birth Margaret realized she
needed more in life than being a suburban mother and wife. At her insistence they sold their
home and in 1910, just before Christmas, moved to New York City. Margaret worked as a visiting
nurse in Manhattan’s Lower East Side, and she soon established her own practice in obstetrics,
delivering babies and caring for mothers and babies after the birth.Margaret Sanger with her son
Grant.Courtesy of Library of Congress LC-USZ62-120813Many of the mothers Margaret treated
wanted to know how to prevent further pregnancies. Wishing she knew more, Margaret
answered as best as she could. Then one night in the summer of 1912 Margaret was called in to
help 28-year-old Sadie Sachs, who had a serious infection after a self-inflicted abortion. After
recovery Sadie wanted to know what she could do to prevent another pregnancy. She had three
children and didn’t want any more. The doctor laughed and told her not to sleep with her
husband.Months later Margaret was called back to the Sachses’ apartment. Pregnant again,
Sadie had once again tried to abort the baby. This time, despite Margaret’s care, she died,



leaving behind an anguished husband and three children.Margaret was distraught. “I resolved
that women should have the knowledge of contraception,” she later said. “I would tell the world
what was going on in the lives of these poor women, I would be heard. No matter what it cost. I
would be heard.”Margaret started writing a column, “The Woman’s Page,” for the New York Call,
and she gave speeches at open-air meetings. In the Sunday edition she wrote a column called
“What Every Mother Should Know” that addressed sex education and what approaches to take
with different ages of children. Eventually her discussions of male and female anatomy, birth
control, and sexually transmitted diseases prompted the New York Times to label her “an enemy
of the young.”Margaret and William, known as Bill, now socialized with a crowd in Greenwich
Village that included writers, artists, publishers, socialites, and social activists. Bill soon lost
interest in this group, but Margaret was thrilled by the fervor and intelligence of her new friends.
In turn, her exuberance and passion for change attracted attention. Like her father, Margaret
enjoyed being listened to and, also like him, she would become a leader. Bill and Margaret
drifted apart as she spent more time away from home.BACK-ALLEY TRAGEDIESIn the United
States during the late 1800s, abortion, a process by which a pregnancy is terminated, became
illegal. Afterward, about one million women per year had either self-induced or “back-alley”
abortions. Often performed by unqualified practitioners, many back-alley abortions ended in
tragedy, causing either the woman’s death or the inability to bear children in the future. In 1973
the US Supreme Court ruled that women have the right to have abortions.In 1914 Margaret
started her own magazine, The Woman Rebel, which bore the masthead “No gods. No masters.”
She intended it to be a rallying cry for women to rise up to demand change. In this forum, she
could express her thoughts freely. She published articles about sex education, unequal pay for
women, and contraception, using the term birth control for the first time in print.“A woman’s body
belongs to herself alone. It does not belong to the United States of America or any other nation
on earth,” Margaret wrote in arguing for contraception. Some people responded to her writings
with interest and support, but others responded with disgust. It didn’t take long for the US Postal
Service, as enforcer of the Comstock Law, to confiscate copies of The Woman Rebel. And not
long after, a warrant was served for Margaret’s arrest. The charges were serious enough to land
her in prison for up to 40 years.As she awaited trial, Margaret took an even more radical step by
publishing the pamphlet Family Limitation. Dry as the title may seem today, it was sure to
provoke authorities. The pamphlet contained detailed articles on birth control devices, using
medical terms such as penis and vagina. Articles that discussed female sexuality were a direct
confrontation with the law. Even though the pamphlet was printed and sold in secret it soon
reached the hands of thousands of women desperate for the information and ideas Margaret
provided.COMSTOCK LAWIn 1873 the Comstock Law (named for US Postal Inspector Anthony
Comstock) made it illegal to send any materials deemed obscene through the mail. This
included any publications mentioning contraception, sexual functions, or homosexuality;
photographs of nude or scantily clad women; and actual contraceptives. Over the years there
were many court challenges to this act, particularly concerning sex education, birth control



information, and contraceptives. In 1972, the US Supreme Court ruled to legalize the mailing of
contraceptives and birth control information.“Jail has not been my goal. There is special work to
do and I shall do it first,” wrote Margaret to her supporters before fleeing the country for exile in
England. Bill joined her for a short period, and the children were at boarding school. When Bill
returned to the States, he lived in his art studio. Bill and other supporters secretly dispensed
copies of Family Limitation. On September 15, 1915, Bill was tried for distributing obscene
materials and sentenced to a month in prison. Now both he and Margaret were a cause
célèbre.Margaret returned in mid-October ready to face her trial. A month later their five-year-old
daughter, Peg, suddenly died from pneumonia. Bill and Margaret were devastated, as was
seven-year-old Grant, who had lost his closest family member. With the trial approaching,
Margaret’s passion for her cause distracted her from her grief.The trial was now a political hot
potato for the prosecutor and judge. A story of her impending trial with a photograph of Margaret
with Stuart and Grant had been published in newspapers across the country. Margaret’s demure
appearance and her recent loss of a child ensured her the status of a martyr who would gain
even more support if convicted of the trumped-up charges. The government dropped the case.
Margaret hit the road to drum up more support by giving 119 speeches in cities across the
country.Well aware that public opinion about birth control was shifting, Margaret decided her
next step was to open a birth control clinic, defying a New York law that prohibited providing
information about birth control. Located in Brooklyn, the clinic opened on October 16, 1916.
Staffed by Margaret; her sister, Ethel, now a nurse; and other colleagues, it was the first clinic in
the United States dedicated to women’s reproductive health.Women flocked to the new clinic,
joined by the press. The police came for Margaret 10 days later. With dramatic flair she refused
to ride in the police wagon and marched with a crowd of her supporters to the jail one mile away.
After being released on bail to await her trial, Margaret opened a new clinic in a different
location, and she was arrested once more. She was sentenced to 30 days in jail, making her a
martyr for the cause. Meanwhile her relationship with Bill Sanger came to an end, and Margaret
asked for a divorce.For five years Margaret had been dreaming of a pill that would prevent
pregnancy. In 1917 this dream moved closer to a reality. While giving a speech in Boston she
met Katharine McCormick, a wealthy biologist and suffragist. Katharine shared Margaret’s
dreams, and the two women became close friends.To better educate the public about birth
control and to build support for overturning the Comstock Law Margaret started a new journal,
the Birth Control Review. The front page of the first issue featured an article titled, “Should We
Break the Law?” It cited Moses, Christ, Joan of Arc, and abolitionists as examples of
lawbreakers who were “beacons of light for human progress.”Four years later, in 1921, Margaret
established the American Birth Control League, which would later become the Planned
Parenthood Federation.No longer in a marriage, Margaret was enjoying her freedom. Many men
pursued her, but she wasn’t persuaded to marry again until she met J. Noah Slee, a 60-year-old
divorced man. Noah had made a fortune managing the successful Three-in-One Oil Company,
which made a popular lubricant for everything from bicycles to sewing machines to hinges. He



was kind to Margaret, attentive to her son Grant, and showered her with gifts. Soon they fell in
love and were married on September 18, 1922. The next year Margaret opened the first legal
birth control clinic in the country by using a loophole in the law that allowed her to offer
contraception for health reasons. Located on Fifth Avenue in New York City, the clinic was
staffed by female physicians and social workers.Margaret fervently sought more followers. In one
case, she made a poor choice when she tried to enlist supporters of eugenics. This controversial
philosophy advocated for the “improvement” of the genetic makeup of the human race through
supporting higher reproduction of classes or cultures its followers deemed as having “good”
traits and reducing reproduction of classes or cultures with traits they considered
“bad.”Mainstream eugenicists rejected Margaret’s ideas, but attempting to associate with them
was a dangerous strategy. Like many of them, she supported controlling population growth and
reducing the frequency of undesirable genetic attributes, such as hereditary diseases. Unlike
them, however, Margaret did not support the idea of decreasing populations of certain ethnic
groups such as Jews or African Americans. Unfortunately, not all her writings on the subject
were clearly thought out, and some of her allies lost respect for her. Some of her statements
provided fodder to anti-birth control adversaries who sought to destroy her reputation.From the
1920s through the late 1930s Margaret wrote five books with combined sales of almost one
million copies. In 1951 she had a chance meeting with biologist and researcher Dr. Gregory
Pincus, who took an interest in hormonal contraceptive research. Margaret encouraged his
research, and Katharine McCormick enthusiastically provided funds for Pincus and his
colleagues. Less than 10 years later, in 1960, the US Food and Drug Administration approved
“the pill” for use. Margaret Sanger had lived long enough to see her wish come true.Margaret
passed away at her home in Tucson, Arizona, on September 6, 1966. This daughter of poor Irish
immigrants had been a firebrand, taking on the mantle of the birth control movement. Almost 50
years after her death Margaret continues to be viewed both as a hero and a demon. As with all
people there are many sides to her story, but what stands out is her courage to advocate for the
rights of others.ALICE PAUL
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Pauline: Memoirs of a World War II Special Agent (Women of Action), Women of Steel and
Stone: 22 Inspirational Architects, Engineers, and Landscape Designers (Women of Action
Book 6), Women in Space: 23 Stories of First Flights, Scientific Missions, and Gravity-Breaking



Adventures (Women of Action Book 7), A World of Her Own: 24 Amazing Women Explorers and
Adventurers (Women of Action Book 8), The Many Faces of Josephine Baker: Dancer, Singer,
Activist, Spy (Women of Action Book 11), Women Heroes of the American Revolution: 20
Stories of Espionage, Sabotage, Defiance, and Rescue (Women of Action), She Takes a Stand:
16 Fearless Activists Who Have Changed the World (Women of Action Book 13), Women of
Colonial America: 13 Stories of Courage and Survival in the New World (Women of Action),
Marooned in the Arctic: The True Story of Ada Blackjack, the "Female Robinson
Crusoe" (Women of Action Book 15), Women in Blue: 16 Brave Officers, Forensics Experts,
Police Chiefs, and More (Women of Action), Seized by the Sun: The Life and Disappearance of
World War II Pilot Gertrude Tompkins (Women of Action Book 19), Courageous Women of the
Vietnam War: Medics, Journalists, Survivors, and More (Women of Action), This Noble Woman:
Myrtilla Miner and Her Fight to Establish a School for African American Girls in the Slaveholding
South (Women of Action Book 22), Women Heroes of the US Army: Remarkable Soldiers from
the American Revolution to Today (Women of Action Book 23)



Susan M., “Attention Young Women!. This was an inspiring collection about women the world
over who have .made a difference despiteconsiderable odds. Well worth reading for ambitious
young women.”

Greenriver, “Read about Megan and Margaret. This amazing book combines today's successes
with past ones beautifully.”

KarenRachel, “She takes A Stand. Informative, engaging book about 16 girls and women who
struggled for social and political justice around the world. Each chapter tells the story of one
activist who passionately fought for equal rights at great personal cost. Causes included the
rights of girls and women for equal access to the same liberties as men (to vote, for birth control,
for education, for safety), to stop global crony capitalism, to support worker's rights and many
other causes. Most of the activists paid dearly for their political work and were jailed, bullied,
shot at and endured the deaths of family members and great financial hardship. While each
story is informative, and at times compelling, the style of the narratives became repetitious and
fell a bit flat. I was interested in the criticisms made by anti-lynching freedom fighters towards
white suffragettes whose racism led them to make decisions that were damaging for the anti-
lynching and civil rights cause. I would have liked to learn more about this may have made a
more dynamic, complex presentation. However, in general, I was impressed by the bravery of
these women and the skill of the author in showing us how activism changes the world for all of
us.Thank you to Netgalley for allowing me to review this book for an honest opinion.”

David's Wife, “but are interesting enough that anyone should find them informative and good
reads. I received this book free to review .... This is an interesting collection of short biographies
of women activists who made a difference in the world in the past 100 years. The biographies
are written for teens, but are interesting enough that anyone should find them informative and
good reads.  I received this book free to review from Netgalley and I highly recommend it.”

David Kingsley, “16 Fearless activists. Very informative book with stories about 16 women who
not only survived adversity but went forward to help make changes in our world!”

The book by Michael Elsohn Ross has a rating of 5 out of 4.2. 11 people have provided
feedback.
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